
Mission #2005: 
Impostors! 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Assignment: 
 
Read the following questions and the responses of each building. 
Then, search the Brucemore website the correct answer.  Be sure to 
look carefully at photographs.  
 
The building that tells the whole truth and nothing but the truth is 
the real thing.  Beware of stories that may sound right but are 
really lies. Good luck!   
 
Interrogation: 

 
Agent 
Ladybird 

Okay, you three, for the record, would you please tell us 
who you are? 
 

#1 My friends call me Bruce, but my full name is Bruce More. 
 

#2 More.  Bruce More. 
 

#3 My name is Brucemore. 
 

Agent 
Ladybird 

Thank you.  I am going to ask each of you questions about 
your past.  
 
Please tell me about your front door. 

#1 My front door was on the 1st Avenue side until the Halls moved in when they lived here. 
 

#2 Nonsense!  My front door has always been right where it is now!  What are you talking 
about?  Does that door look new to you?  It has been there since I was built in 1906. 
 

#3 Like #1 said, my front door used to be on the 1st Avenue side.  But it was the 
Douglases, not the Halls, who moved the entrance. 
 

Agent 
Ladybird 

Next question: When were you built and what features did 
you have? 
 

#2 I was built in 1906 with running water, electricity, and a fire alarm. 
 

Recently, three buildings were 
seen in the area of Brucemore 
that claim to be the famous 
mansion.  When questioned, each 
building said it was the real 
thing, but we all know that 
there is only one Brucemore!  
We need your help! 

Agent Ladybird 



#3 I was built between 1884 – 1886 and had the latest technology like running 
water, steam heat, indoor plumbing, and many other features. 
   

#1 Mr. Sinclair made sure that I would be the best house in Cedar Rapids.  When I was built in 1878, I 
had an organ, an electric refrigerator, and a full-size elevator. 
 

Agent 
Ladybird 

How was Brucemore heated when it was built? 
 

#1 I kept warm with a big electric furnace.  I tell you, all of the other houses were jealous. 
 

#3 From the beginning, I had the most modern equipment.  Even back in 1886, 
it was steam heating for me, thank you! 
 

#2 I was always cold with nothing more than a fireplace to keep me warm. 
 

Agent 
Ladybird 

Hmmm.  Okay, on to the next topic: the families. 
   

#1 Ah, yes.  Mr. Sinclair was always good to me.  He and his family stayed until 1906.  Then, the 
Douglas family brought their three daughters.  And, the youngest daughter Barbara lived here until 
1981. 
 

#3 I was home to Mrs. Sinclair and her six children for twenty years.  When the 
Douglases moved in, they had two children and the youngest was born later.  
The oldest Douglas owner was the last person to live inside the mansion. 
 

Agent 
Ladybird 

#2? What is your story? 
 

#2 In 1906, my first owner, Mr. Bruce was so happy with me that he called me by his own 
name.  His six children stayed here for many years.  
 

Agent 
Ladybird 

Okay, let’s take a break.  I think we have enough 
information to make a decision! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
YOUR DECISION: 
Which building is really Brucemore? ________________ 

Well, what do you think?  
Was #1 telling the truth?  
Or was it #3? Maybe it was 
#2…. Now it’s up to you to 

decide! 

Sherlock Leo


